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Lots of excitement around our family this week!   My nephew received a call Monday morning from 
the Chicago Bears inviting him to come to their NFL mini camp this weekend!  For him, it was a 
lifelong dream come true and very exciting for his friends and family.  He has been a very 
successful athlete since a very young age and has worked extremely hard to become one of the best 
kickers in the country.  He won the national Punt, Pass & Kick championship at age 16 and was an 
All-State wide receiver and kicker in high school.  He helped his team win the state championship 
his senior season by kicking a 49 yard field goal to tie the game and send it into overtime, as well as 
catching a touchdown pass along the way.  He was a four year starter for South Dakota State 
University football team and they reached the playoffs all four years he was there and became one 
of the top punters in the nation his senior year.  
  
After many hours of practice, along with countless hours of coaching, he has finally reached this 
point in his dream…. a shot at the NFL.  Even for me, this is hard to really comprehend!  As the 
only member of this large family that has been a lifelong Chicago Bears fan, I’m a little 
overwhelmed.  It is kind of hard to focus my thoughts and emotions. 
   
Yet, in all of this, I see a sermon illustration; a lesson for life that we so often miss as we strive to be 
the best.  All the hours, hard work, sweat and tears, accolades and awards, come down to an 
invitation to come tryout.  Three days to prove your worth, no guarantees, no promises, just do your 
best and maybe, just maybe, it will be good enough, or maybe not and just go home…. 
 
Many people go through life just like that work, work, work on their own to be the best.  They do 
many good things, put in many hours of volunteering and many other wonderful things, but it’s just 
that-things.  The only problem is, they are missing Jesus!  With Jesus, we have His promises, His 
guarantee that, in Him, we have eternal life and a hope for a future with Him!  If we fail, we have 
His unfailing word to forget and to forgive if we are truly repentant.  If we trust in Him and obey 
His commands, His promises are there for us, if we continue in Him.  He has much to offer-won’t 
you seek Him today? 
 
In NPEA news, I had a great week traveling in Iowa and Minnesota.  I teamed up with the leader of 
one of the major church planting organizations that we partnered with to plant Hastings, NE and will 
soon plant Bozeman, MT.  We talked to the new Director of the Iowa church planting group about 
working together on possible future new works, met with a couple of different church planters and 
offered coaching help going forward.  We had a wonderful home cooked meal in the home of a 
newly married couple who wish to begin the task of reaching out to others for the Kingdom of God, 
and we sat down with the lead planter of a church that is ready to multiply by starting another new 
church!  For me, it was an opportunity to share NPEA and also to be a sponge by listening to others 
who are on fire and willing to spread Jesus to everyone around them.  Thank you, Jesus, for a great 
week! 
Please keep NPEA in your prayers as we continue to find ways to spread the good news of Jesus! 
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